Currently addressing the water quality issue in Kewaunee County
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The Problem: High levels of bacteria, nitrates and phosphorus in surface
waters.

The Goal: Clean streams, rivers and lakes that support healthy populations of




The Problem: 30.1% of wells tested in Kewaunee County are contaminated
with E.coli bacteria and nitrates

The Goal: Reduce pollution that affects the water supply



The Problem: Cla geen algae thrives on the phosphorus content of
the water entering Lake Michigan from agricultural runoff. This poses human
health risks and causes beach closings because the water isn’t safe to swim in.

The Goal: Reduce phosphorus levels in Lake Michigan



|dentifying the particular source of pollution is difficult and costly.
However, the proliferation of large animal factories in Kewaunee
County is contributing to the surface and groundwater pollution.




These animal factories, also called CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations) produce enormous amounts of manure. The liquid manure is
stored in multi-million gallon lagoons and then spread on the land.
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Sometimes spreading occurs on land with shallow soils over porous
limestone bedrock, called Karst. This land provides little filtration of
contaminants before it reaches the groundwater that supplies private
wells.



During snow melt or following heavy rain events, runoff from fields
where manure has been applied is the most serious source of
contamination. Working with farmers and land owners to prevent runoff
will be a key part of reducing pollution.
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A proposed method of manure application is through mOdIerd center pivot
irrigation equipment. Because liquid manure is know to contain up to 160

pathogens that can affect humans and livestock, manure spread in this
fashion can drift miles from the source, thus posing significant human health



Kewaunee Cares is keeping an eye out for potential pollution violations.
When violations occur, the Department of Natural Resources is notified to
respond. Kewaunee Cares maintains its own records as backup
documentation that includes water sample test results and photos.



Violations also can occur by careless transfer to spreading equipment at the
roadside.




Ponding of manure due to over-application and lack of proper incorporation
into the soil can be harmful to neighboring property or water sources
including wells or ponds.
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This incident was on Shiloh Road just south of Sturgeon Bay.
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Billboards are calling attention to the problem throughout the community.
This is the first step in educating people about the problems and generating
discussion toward solving the problems.
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We've just recently published an insert describing the threats to water quality
and human health. This went to 10,500 households in Kewaunee County

via the Kewaunee Star News.



Your support of our ongoing water testing and pollution
monitoring programs is appreciated.




